The
Tidings

January 2026

Worship Schedule

Saturday 5:00 PM
Sunday 9:00 AM

The worship service will be available live or following the
live stream on the church’s Facebook page.

Current Office Hours

Monday —Thursday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
The office is closed on Fridays.

The office is closed for lunch between 11:30 AM to 12:15
PM, if taken.

St. Paul’s 2025 Church Council Members

President: Doug Steele
Vice President: Monte Hoegh
Secretary: Holly Esbeck
Treasurer: Steve Tjepkes
Worship: Sandy Nelson
Stewardship: Barb Strand/Emily Krengel
Education: Paul Kite
Fellowship: Monte Hoegh
Property: Kirk Schwarte

Outreach: Holly Jarrett

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

1011 E. 13th St
Atlantic, lowa 50022
712-243-3678
Email: stpaulsatl@gmail.com

Website: www. stpaulsatlantic.com
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St. Paul’s Staff

Pastor: Lauri Boysen
Administrative Assistants:
Julie Tjepkes
Joy Sturm
Youth Director: Kelsea Tyson
Financial Secretary: Steve Tjepkes
Kitchen Coordinator: Sue Crall

Custodians: Dick and Jamie Juhl
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It brings me great joy to celebrate this season alongside you. Together as a church family, we reflect on the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
My heart overflows with gratitude for each of you and the blessings we enjoy together as a community.

This time of year is a beautiful reminder of the boundless love of God, who sent His only Son into the world so that we might have life and
hope. As the Gospel of John proclaims: “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). The wonder of Christmas lies in this incredible truth: that
God, in His mercy, chose to come to us in the form of a humble baby, bringing light into a dark and weary world.

As we reflect on the miracle of Christ’s birth, let us also consider the message of peace accompanying it. The angels declared to the
shepherds on that holy night, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). This
peace is not merely the absence of conflict but the deep, abiding peace that comes from knowing we are reconciled to God through Jesus
Christ. It is a peace that transcends our understanding, guarding our hearts and minds as we trust Him (Philippians 4:7).

Christmas brings immense joy—not only from festive celebrations and the exchange of gifts but also from the deep realization of our God's
love for us. Isaiah anticipated this joy, stating: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And
he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). In Jesus, we discover the fulfillment of
this prophecy, the One who offers salvation and abundant life to all who have faith.

As we enter the new year, | encourage you to carry the spirit of Christmas with you. May the light of Christ guide your path, and may His love
inspire you to share the good news with those around you. This season reminds us that the gift of God’s Son is not just for a single day but for
every moment of our lives. Let us witness His grace and truth, extending kindness, compassion, and forgiveness to others.

In the year ahead, may we grow closer to God and to one another as a community of faith. Let us be diligent in prayer, committed to service,
and eager to study the Bible. Together, we can be a beacon of hope and love, reflecting the light of Christ in a world that so desperately
needs it.

As your pastor, | pray that this Christmas brings you and your loved ones a renewed sense of wonder, joy, and peace. May your homes be
filled with the warmth of God’s presence, and may your hearts overflow with gratitude for His indescribable gift. Let us celebrate with hearts
full of worship and lives committed to His glory.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit” (Romans 15:13). This is my prayer for each of you, not only this Christmas but throughout 2026.

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! May God’s peace be with you always.
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With love and gratitude,

Pastor Lauri
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So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Do you ever think about why we celebrate New Year’s Day? It's just another day, so why is it so important for people to mark a date change on

a calendar?

My guess is that a new year offers a new beginning, the chance to start fresh. That’s also the reason January is the most important month of the
year for gyms and diet programs, because it seems like a fresh chance to start again, to improve ourselves. It seems like a natural time for begin-
ning something, which is why lots of people make New Year’s resolutions. For me, there is something about opening a new planner so fresh and
crisp-a new year, new beginning -free from the added sticky notes, phone messages, written calendars, weekly appointments and reminders

that get added as the year progresses.

The Christian life offers lots of opportunities for fresh starts, for changing what we've been doing or beginning to live differently. Each week in
worship, we begin with a time of confession where we admit what we've done wrong. We admit to God and to each other that our lives are not

perfect, that we're not living the way we ought to live, that we’re doing things we ought not do and failing to do things we ought to do.

Then, immediately after confession, we hear God'’s response. We hear the good news that because of God's forgiveness, because God loves us,
we all get a fresh start. Psalm 103:12 says God has taken our sins away from us “as far as the east is from the west.” The slate is wiped clean. We

don’t need to carry the weight of our sins or guilt with us anymore. We are forgiven!

And then we move into the next week (or maybe just the next day or even the next couple of hours or a couple minutes) before we sin again. It
doesn’t take long for us to forget about what God has done for us. We take the burden Jesus has taken from us and we pick it back up and start
trying to carry the weight of our own sins again. But we always have another opportunity to remember God's love. God never gets tired of for-

giving us!

In The Small Catechism, Martin Luther said we ought to begin each day in this way:

“In the morning, as soon as you get out of bed, you are to make the sign of the holy cross and say: ‘God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over me.
Amen.’ Then, kneeling or standing, say the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer...After singing a hymn, or whatever else may serve your devotion, you

are to go to your work joyfully.”

You don't have to wait for a new year to have a fresh start. Each day offers the opportunity to wake up and remember that you are a baptized
child of God. You have been claimed, redeemed, and set free by Jesus Christ. After hearing the promise of forgiveness and absolution in wor-
ship, we continue the only way we can, by together giving joyful thanks to God in song and by learning more about God'’s grace and love for us

by hearing God'’s word. See you in worship!
Peace and love,

Pastor Lauri
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January Birthdays
Milestone Birthdays in bold
Nick Andersen, Harper Bonnesen
Dan Wright, Margaret Schwarte
Peter McAfee, Mick Sager
Mary Nelsen, Grant Sturm
Sandy Cooper

Lauren Kite, Colleen Lange, Jenny Mikkelsen-

Martenez

Nathan DeArment

Merv Templeman

Kinnick Juhl

Pete Brown, Sheryl Dusenberry
Haley Engler

Eloise Hoegh

Becky Bonney, Dayton Templeton
Sue Crall, Kathy Hayes, Colby Euken
Ryan Carns, Lacy Crall, Gabrielle Engler
Thomas Engler, Keith Olsen
Linda Cade, Kathy Plagmann,

Deb Williams, Dick Juhl

Nathan Brockman, Emily Hoegh
Tess Dusenberry

Reese DeArment, Chuck Kinzie
Tim Bruns

Roger Andersen

Gracie DeArment

Vicki Leistad

Kathy Hoegh

Addison Kite

January Milestone Birthdays
1/12 Pete Brown
1100 Brookridge Circle, Apt. 3H
Atlantic, TA 50022

1/15 Sue Crall
1605 East 14th St
Unit 6
Atlantic, IA 50022

January Anniversaries

Milestone anniversaries in bold

1/1  Jonathan & April Hansen [2020]
1/3 Gary & Deb Williams [ 1976]
1/4 Larry & Judy DeBord [1969]
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January Milestone Anniversaries

1/3/1976 Gary & Deb Williams

[50 years] 60748 Fairview Rd
Atlantic, IA 50022

1/4/1969 Larry & Judy DeBord

[65 years] 63979 Newport Road
Atlantic, IA 50022-8112




Important Information

Office Closed Over the Holidays: The office will be closed Tues-
day, December 24 thru Jan 2.

Annual Meeting: January 18. Immediately following worship
with a meal following. Snow date is January 25.

Dorcas/Sarah Circle Changes: No January Meeting. The Febru-
ary 5th meeting will be held at St. Paul’s NOT the Heritage House.

Streaming: Most services are being recorded for YouTube and
our website. We live stream to Facebook.

Scams and Phishing: We want to remind everyone to be wary of

emails/texts that may appear to come from the church by
spoofing the church, pastor or other staff. They may asking for
gift cards, money, etc. Please know that it is not IF this will hap-
pen but WHEN!

Prayer Requests

Attn God Squad Parents: Snack Change: We will eliminate the

God Squad Meal Train beginning January 14. However, in order
for this to work, we ask each God Squad family to contribute
$10. If you have more than one child, we would encourage a
larger donation. We hope that this will make it easier for every-
one-fewer emails, no workday food drop offs, and most im-
portantly, will allow all parents to contribute to snack. You can
Venmo the church or drop it off to the church office. If you have
a financial hardship, please contact Pastor Lauri or the church
office. The church Venmo username is: @stpaulsl

Prayer Requests: Please keep the following in your prayers: Katia
Frock, Klint Kramer, Jessi Paulsen, Roxie Davis, Shelly Hardin (Sheri
Conn’s daughter), Kemp Heubner, Sheryl Meyers, Nadine William-
son, Keith Allenstein, Greg Osborn (Lauren Kite’s dad), Jim Mar-
tens

Our deepest condolences: To Oran Perkin’s family as he lost his

dad (Tracy Perkins). Tracy’s Celebration of Life was held on Satur-
day, December 13 at Roland’s Funeral Home.

Thank You

Utility Assistance: If you, or anyone you know, could use some
assistance with your utility bills, the Outreach committee would

like to help. Please contact Pastor Lauri for details.

St Paul’'s Members and Staff~ Thank you for the use of the church
for our Christmas program. Have a Blessed Christmas and New
Year! ~ Jack & Jill Teachers and Families

Pastoral Visits: The only way we know when someone is hospi-
talized and/or in need of a visit is if the family calls the church at
712-243-3678 or Pastor Lauri at 712-269-8423.

Thank you so much for your visit. It was nice seeing a familiar
face from church. ~ Bonnie Britson

Technology Update: Our new system is currently in the begin-

ning stages of change over. More progress will begin late Janu-
ary. Very exciting!

A special thanks to all the church members for all the prayers and

good wishes for the past 18 years. ~ Pene Ana Williams Family

Contact Info Updates? New address? Email? Please let us know

so we have it in our system.

Thank you so much WELCA for the lovely poinsettia | received-It
certainly brightens my apartment. God Bless™~ Marcia Westphalen




Late December/January Worship VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

Worship Assistant
Eric Wendt

Wed, Dec 24 3 p.m.

Wed, Dec 24 7 p.m. Shawn Shouse

Sat, Dec 27 Steve Andersen
Sun, Dec 28 Holly Esbeck
Sat, Jan 3 Deb Lamb
Sun, Jan 4 Sandy Nelson
Sat, Jan 10 Sharon Albers
Sun, Jan 11 Holly Jarrett
Sat, Jan 17 No Service
Sun, Jan 18 Shawn Shouse
Sat, Jan 24 Kim Sears
Sun, Jan 25 Doug Steele
Sat. Jan 31 Julie Tjepkes
Sun. Feb 1 Mark Rothfusz

Ushers

Mark & Jo Worth

Rick Boysen & Julie Tjepkes
Dave & Joy Sturm
Larry & Mary Reimer

Betty Weaver
Lance & Jo Lage
Eric Wendt

Scott & Deb Peppers

Jim & Sue Crall

Bruce & Ann Hansen

Larry & Mary Reimer

Eric Wendt

Lance & Jo Lage

Power Point
Carolyn Houser
Jeanne Schwab
Kinsley Johnson
Claire Johnson
Addison Kite
Harper Bonnesen
Brynlee Williams

Thomas Engler

Parker Crall

Marlow Wiederstein
Webb Benning
Alex Hoyt

Aurora Bonnesen

Fellowship

January and February 2026
Jan 4 Wiederstein Family
Jan 11 Gelly
Jan 18 Annual Meeting Potluck
Jan 25 Andersen Family
Feb 1 God Squad
Feb 8 Wiederstein Family
Feb 15 Dorcas Circle

Feb 22 Shelley and Steve Welter

Communion Setup for Sunday

January

4— Julie Hansen

11 — Deb Peppers (515)201-7293
18 — Sue Crall (712)249-7834

25 — Jill Euken (712)249-0335

February

1 — Julie Tjepkes (712) 249-2558
8 — Holly Jarrett (402)680-7611
15 — Mary Reimer (712)249-3369
22 — Kim Sears (712)250-0275

March

1- Barb Olsen (712)249-0722

8 — Linda Olsen (712)254-1441

15 — Betty Weaver (712)249-1722
22 — Holly Esbeck (712)242-6183
29 — Mary Jo Allenstein 243-4441
April

5—Jo Lage 243-4932

12 — Jeanne Schwab (712) 304-0096
19 — Sandy Nelson (712)249-5750
24 — Shelley Welter (712) 249-7408
26 — Emily Krengel (712)249-4708




Upcoming Important Dates

Each weekend: Saturday evening worship 5 p.m.
Sunday morning worship 9 a.m. with Bible Study 10:15 a.m.
Office Closed on Fridays/Pastor Lauri’s day off

1st Sunday of month is Children’s Church

Dec 24 Dec 24-Jan 2 Office is closed

Dec 24 3 p.m. & 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Dec 25 No Service/Merry Christmas!

Jan 1 Happy New Year!

Jan 7 NO God Squad or other youth activities

Jan 10 6 p.m. Second Saturday Supper

Jan 13 5 p.m. Worship Committee/6:30 p.m. Outreach Benevolence Meeting
Jan 14, 21, 28 2 p.m. God Squad/Confirmation/4 p.m. MS Youth Group/6 p.m. HS Youth Group
Jan 15 2 p.m. WELCA Board Meeting

Jan 18 Annual Meeting-immediately following worship

Jan 19 9 am.— 12 p.m. Do Day

Jan 20 5:30 p.m. Church Council

Feb 5 9:30 a.m. Dorcas/Sarah Circle @ St Paul’s

Feb 10 5 p.m. Worship Committee/6:30 p.m. Outreach Benevolence Meeting
Feb 14 Valentine’s Day

Feb 16 9 am.—12 p.m. Do Day

Feb 17 5:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting

Feb 19 2 p.m. WELCA Board Meeting

[, ANNUAL
IR * SMEETING |

January 18th

Worship at 9:00 a.m.

Followed by meeting and potluck

The annual meeting of the church is an important event! It helps us to reflect on where we have been in minis-
try this past year, and it helps us to dream about where God might lead us in the year to come. At the annual
meeting we elect members to serve on church council and represent us at the Synod assembly. At this meeting
we also review the reports of the congregation’s committees from the past year and make recommendations to
the church council to work with in 2026. Your presence and voice are important as we pray about, dream

about, and plan for the year to come. Mark your calendar and plan to participate. M
S
e 3@_



January 2026

Sunday

28

Betty

Weaver

11

Derek
Tjepkes

18

Derek
Tjepkes

25
Deb Lamb

Monday
29

5
Steve Lamb

12
Roxie Davis

19

Amy
Robinson

26

Julie
Tjepkes

Tuesday
30

Sonya
Mikkelsen

13
Deb Lamb

20

Sandy
Cooper

27

Amy
Robinson

Wednesday
31

Julie
Tjepkes

14

Eileen
Denne

21
Kim Sears

28
Kim Sears

Thursday

Julie
Tjepkes

8
Pastor Lauri

15

Janice
Peterson

22

Julie
Tjepkes

29

Sharon
Crane

Friday

2
Steve
Tjepkes

9

Sharon
Crane

16

Carol
Seddon

23

Bobbie
Davis

30

Steve
Tiepkes

ENJOY A DAILY DEVOTION!

Dial-A-Daily Word (712) 243-2222

Saturday

Sharon
Crane

10

Susan
Hoegh

17
Emily Hoegh

24

Sharon
Crane

31

Julie
Tiepkes




WELCA Women's Christmas Luncheo,,

A big thank you to everyone who came to the luncheon. It was held at st. Paul's on Dec 4th. It was an afternoon of
delicious food, fellowship, laughter and fun. WELCA also raised $200 for the ELCA Good Gifts program. They have
decided to give two godts, a bee colony and one piglet, two roosters, and 20 chicks.

2025 God Squad Christmas Program

~ Senicesare Dec. 24at:00 pm OR 740

CHRISTMAS EVE

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
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